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Japan
By Robin South (I0I-OceanLearn)

Prof. Robin South began his long association with Japan when attending
the 1972 International Seaweed Symposium in Sapporo Japan. This was
the same year as the 10l was founded! Good luck was on his side at that
fime, as the day before his flight from Tokyo to Sapporo there was a
plane with the same flight number and route which crashed, killing alll
passengers and crew.

Sapporo was the venue for the 1972 Winter Olympic Games, and the
hotel where he stayed had just been completed. In those days it was
hard to find local people who could speak English. Since then Robin has
made many frips back to Japan, including aftendance at the PIM
Conference held in Takaoka, and one in which Masako played an
important role.

Masako and Robin are together representing the 101 atf the Infernational
Coral Reef Initiative meetinas in Tokyo April 22-24.

Seagrass - Watch on 18t March
By Sayaka Kikuoka

Seagrass watch training workshop was held on 18th March.

The workshop presented by Dr Jane Mellors and Naomi Smith from
Seagrass-watch HQ was attended by 26 people, keen to learn about
Seagrass-watch. The participants listened to presentation on seagrass
biology, ecology and the extent of the Seagrass-watch program.

After a morning, a field session was held at the Rowes Bay. Naomi and
Jane were assisted in the field. This enabled everyone to have a go af all
aspects of monitoring from estimating seagrass percent covers, measuring
canopy heights to counting seeds.

| was very excited to take part in this workshop. At first | couldn’t distinguish
between alga and seagrass. Then | kept watching and checking
seagrass. Then finally | could. And Rowes Bay is a lovely landscape. | got
energy and refreshed myselfll!
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Osamu Matsuda

A very unique
“Environmental Restoration
Project on Enclosed
Coastal Seas” is now
conducted in Ago Bay,
Japan which is located in
Ise-Shima National Park
and is also a world-famous
pearl culture ground for
more than 100 years.

Dense seagrass population
grown on artificial bases at
Ago Bay

Seeding of seagrass on the newly developed bases in collaboration
with fishermen

A very unique “Environmental Restoration Project on Enclosed Coastal Seas”
is now conducted in Ago Bay, Japan which is located in Ise-Shima National
Park and is also a world-famous pearl culture ground for more than 100
years.

In spite of its scenic beauty, Ago Bay has been suffering from many kinds of
environmental deterioration such as occurrence of oxygen depleted water,
destruction of the benthic ecosystem and reduction of tidal flat due to
prolonged effect of human actfivities.

Therefore, a variety of technological attempts are being made in the
project to enhance the natural self-purification capability in the shallow
area. Real fime environmental monitoring system had already been
established and is made frequent use of pearl culture fisherman.

The project’s aim, as supported by the Japan Science and Technology
Agency, Mie prefectural government, private sector and NGOs, is “Better
life through wise and sustainable use of coastal environment”, with
parficipation of local people and local activities.

The beauty of Ago Bay once lost long ago is expected to be gradually
recovered in the concept of “Ago Bay long ago is future Ago Bay™.
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Seagrass Beds Restoration in Ago Bay,

Central Japan
By Akiko Hirokawa (Mie University, Japan)

Ago Bay is semi-enclosed and calm waters facing the Pacific Ocean in
central Japan, and is known as a world famous region for pearl culture.
However, the Bay is contaminated by sediment eutrophication, frequent
red fides and low oxygen waters attributed to the pearl culture industry of
more than a hundred years. Environmental restoration programs such as
making artificial fidal flats and seagrass beds are being implemented in the
Bay.

Akiko Hirokawa

Ago Bay is semi-enclosed
and calm waters facing

Seagrass is one of the most important biological resources in shallow inner

bay areas as a nursery ground for coastal fishes and animals, absorbing

excess nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphate, and have high potential
central Japan, and is of organic production corresponding to temperate grasslands and tropical

known as a world famous rain forests in land ecosystem.

region for pearl culture.

the Pacific Ocean in

For restoring seagrass beds we developed simple and effective methods
that do not require special tools or difficult technologies and in
collaboration with fishermen. In confribution to this program, a graduate
student from the University of Yokohama City is researching the sfructure
and population dynamics, and estimating photosynthetic production of the
artificially restored seagrass beds.

» Akiko Hirokawa

Akiko is a 2nd-year graduate student in Mie University, Japan, studying
physiology and ecology of seagrass. Akiko is one of the researchers of the
“"Environmental Restoration Project on Enclosed Coastal Seas” at Ago Bay.

Marine Mammal Conservation a
Challenge in Cambodia

By Isabel Beasley (James Cook University)

Very little is known of Cambodia’s coastal resources. This lack of knowledge
primarily results from war and internal conflict, which dominates much of the
countries history.

Ms Beasley began researching marine mammals of Cambodia in 2001, as
part of her PhD with James Cook University. These were the first dedicated,
boat-based marine mammal surveys in Cambodian waters.

Isabel Beasley

As a result of these surveys, fen marine mammal species have now been
confirmed fo occur in Cambodian water, six of these constitute new country-
records for Cambodia.
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Cambodian waters appear to support regionally, if not globally significant
Ms Beasley began populations of several of these species. The Dugong is almost certainly the
researching marine most highly threatened marine mammal in the region.

mammals of Cambodia in

2001, as part of her PhD
with James cook

University. The future survival of marine mammails and their habitat in Cambodian waters
is precarious. Effective management needs to be undertaken as a matter of
high priority.

Maijor threats include habitat destruction and overfishing, bycatch in fishing
gear, live-capture for display in oceanarium and direct catch of dugongs.

Ms Beasley hopes to collaborate with 101 in future marine mammal research
projects in Asia.

Searching for Marine Invasives in Samoa!
By Posa Skelton (101 Australia)

IOl (Australia) and the Government of Samoa feamed up fo search for
marine invasive species at the Apia Harbour, Samoa last February.

Marine invasive species are animals and plants that have been brought into
Samoa attached to ships or in ballast water from other countries. Some
invasive species are bad because they can compete with the native
species or can infroduce diseases threatening the natural environment of
Samoa. The search focused on the Apia Harbour where all vessels from
overseas berth.

Pennaria dsticha an invasive species

Surveys were also carried out in sites away from the Harbour to see if any
invasive species have spread.

IOl (Australia) and the

Government of Samoa Early results indicate that some marine invasive species are found inside and

teamed up to search for outside of the Harbour.

marine invasive species at There is still more work fo be done to verify other specimens collected during
the Apia Harbour, Samoa the surveys. It is important that while research is ongoing, community
last February. awareness must be increased and appropriate measures are put in place to

deal with an outbreak of marine alien species.
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